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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 5, 10 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Applicant's Admitted Prior Art [AAPA], in view of Do, US Patent no. 6,367,007. 

Regarding claim 1, AAPA discloses a method for updating a BIOS, comprising: 

performing a power-on self test by a data processing device [element 100 in Figure 2a]; 

the data processing device checking a keyboard status and performing specific key-in 
commands [element 1 10 in Figure 2a]; 

detecting a memory and a setting status of said memory by said data processing device 
[element 120 in Figure 2a]; 

detecting peripheral devices of said data processing device and a setting status of said 
peripheral devices [element 130 in Figure 2a]; 

determining whether to enter into a setup menu of said BIOS [element 140 in Figure 2a]; 

displaying a user interface of said setup menu [element 150 in Figure 2a]; 

determining whether to exit from said setup menu [element 160 in Figure 2a]; 

confirming whether to save a change of BIOS settings [element 170 in Figure 2a]; and 

saving said change of said BIOS settings into a CMOS [element 1 10 in Figure 2a], 
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AAPA does not disclose providing a memory to store at least one set of system 
configuration settings, determining whether said set of system configuration settings is triggered 
and performing functions of said system configuration settings. Do discloses providing a 
memory to store at least one set of system configuration settings [Flash ROM, column 1, lines 
52-55], determining whether said set of system configuration settings is triggered [determining 
whether optional components are installed in the computer, column 1, lines 60-65] and 
performing functions of said system configuration settings [executing custom program code, 
column 2, lines 14-19]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
the AAPA method to provide a memory to store at least one set of system configuration settings. 
Providing a separate memory to store system configuration settings allows for more custom 
system configurations to be supported by the BIOS [Do, column 1, lines 52-56]. 

Regarding claim 5, AAPA and Do disclose that the data processing device is a desktop 
computer [Do, column 1, lines 12-13]. 

Regarding claim 10, AAPA discloses a method for updating a BIOS to simplify change 
of a setting for said BIOS, said method comprising: 

performing a power-on self test by a data processing device [element 100 in Figure 2a]; 

the data processing device checking a keyboard status and performing specific key-in 
commands [element 1 10 in Figure 2a]; 

detecting a memory and a setting status of said memory by said data processing device 
[element 120 in Figure 2a]; 

detecting peripheral devices of said data processing device and a setting status of said 
peripheral devices [element 130 in Figure 2a]; 
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AAP A does not disclose providing a memory to store at least one set of system 
configuration settings, determining which one of said set of system configuration settings is 
triggered and performing functions of said system configuration settings. Do discloses providing 
a memory to store at least one set of system configuration settings [Flash ROM, column 1, lines 
52-55], determining which one of said set of system configuration settings is triggered 
[determining whether optional components are installed in the computer, column 1, lines 60-65] 
and performing functions of said system configuration settings [executing custom program code, 
column 2, lines 14-19]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
the AAPA method to provide a memory to store at least one set of system configuration settings. 
Providing a separate memory to store system configuration settings allows for more custom 
system configurations to be supported by the BIOS [Do, column 1, lines 52-56]. 

Regarding claim 14, AAPA and Do disclose that the data processing device is a desktop 
computer [Do, column 1, lines 12-13]. 

Claims 2-4, 6-9 and 1 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Applicant's Admitted Prior Art [AAPA] and Do, US Patent no. 6,367,007, in view of Christeson, 
US Patent no. 5,822,581. 

Regarding claims 2-4 and 1 1-13, AAPA and Do, as described above, disclose a method 
for updating a BIOS. AAPA and Do, do not disclose a reset mode, including resetting data in the 
CMOS and a writing mode, including writing data stored in a backup memory into the CMOS. 
However, as shown by Christeson, resetting a CMOS or writing backup data into a CMOS is 
well known in the art. Christeson discloses a reset mode, including resetting data in the CMOS 
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[LOAD CMOS WITH BIOS DEFAULTS in Figure 5] and a writing mode, including writing 
data stored in a backup memory into the CMOS [RESTORE CMOS FROM FLASH BACKUP 
in Figure 5]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include the well 
known CMOS reset and write modes into the AAPA and Do method in order to restore computer 
system operation in the case that the CMOS has been corrupted. 

Regarding claims 6-9, AAPA and Do, as described above, disclose a method for updating 
a BIOS. AAPA and Do, do not disclose a backup mode, including writing CMOS data into a 
backup memory, a loading mode, including writing data in backup memory into a CMOS and a 
rename mode, including renaming an item displayed a setup menu. However, a backup mode, a 
loading mode and a renaming mode are all well known in the art. Christeson discloses a backup 
mode, including writing CMOS data into a backup memory [SAVE CURRENT CMOS IMAGE 
TO FLASH in Figure 4], a loading mode, including writing data in backup memory into a 
CMOS [RESTORE CMOS FROM FLASH IMAGE in Figure 4] and a rename mode, including 
renaming an item displayed a setup menu [user programs custom configuration information, 
column 6, lines 2-5]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include the 
well known CMOS backup, loading and renaming modes into the AAPA and Do method in 
order to allow a user to customize configuration information and to allow the user to restore 
computer system operation in the case that the CMOS has been corrupted. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 
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Stevens, US Patent no. 6,633,976, discloses storing BIOS modules on a secondary 
nonvolatile storage. 

Christeson, US Patent no. 6,622,243, discloses backing up and loading configuration 
information from a CMOS memory to non-volatile memory. 

Kao et al., US Patent no. 6,1 19,192, discloses storing initialization information in a 
supplemental EEPROM separate from the conventional system BIOS. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Paul B. Yanchus whose telephone number is (571) 272-3678. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs 8:00-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynne H. Browne can be reached on (571) 272-3670. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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